National University (ANU ) that year to undertake a Ph.D. on the early historical period of southern Chinese archaeology represented by the Nanyue king, but was not successful in obtaining a scholarship. Since I make no claim to expertise in Chinese Han dynasty archaeology, I was reluctant to supervise such a topic, and in the following years before she commenced her Ph.D. research, I managed successfully to wean her away from the Han dynasty and to interest her in the Chinese Neolithic.
In 1990, Tracey moved from Hong Kong to Melbourne with her mother and younger brother, found a temporary job as a bank clerk, and worked hard to improve her English. She kept in frequent contact with me during these intervening years and finally enrolled for a Ph.D. degree at the ANU in August 1994 , supporting herself initially from other temporary employment, including a stint in the ANU library. She became an Australian citizen in 1995 after earlier being granted permanent residency, and finally received her long-awaited ANU Ph.D. scholarship in 1996. Tracey was one of my most driven students when it came to archaeology, absolutely determined to succeed at all costs. I have quite a massive file of correspondence with her, mostly dating between 1988 and 2000. Her determination to succeed is obvious in every letter.
Tracey's very successful doctoral thesis was published as a British Archaeological Reports ( BAR) monograph entitled The Transition from Foraging to Farming and the Origin of Agriculture in China in 1999. During her enrollment, she was able to travel extensively in China to examine archaeological collections. She used funds obtained through ANU to visit Beijing for two months in 1995, as well as many Neolithic sites in the Yellow and Yangzi River regions of China in 1996. Tracey also participated in the excavation of the Daiwan Neolithic site in Hong Kong in 1996. One aspect of her research was the examination of the habitats and growth cycles of the wild rice and millets that sustained the Neolithic transition in China, which she did through observation of the ripening trajectory of wild foxtail millet in Shandong. Her findings were published in 1998 and 2002 (see bibliography below). Meanwhile, she began teaching herself to analyze starch grains and phytoliths from archaeological deposits and artifacts, an aspect of research that is evident very clearly in her publications.
At this time, the Chinese government took away Tracey's Chinese passport in retaliation for her adoption of Australian citizenship. I remember this circumstance as being rather unpleasant for her, yet it must have been a major reason for her decision to undertake her academic career in Hong Kong rather than mainland China.
After receiving her Ph.D. from the ANU in 1998, Tracey held a temporary lectureship in the Anthropology Department in the New Asia College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) for five months in early 1999. She then won a Fyssen Award to visit the French Centre National de Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) laboratory of archaeobotanist Patricia Anderson in Nice (1999) (2000) , where she conducted more research on rice and millet domestication. Her opportunity to join the permanent staff of the Anthropology Department at CUHK arrived in August 2000, and here she remained for the rest of her academic career, being promoted to the professoriate in August 2010. During her tenure at CUHK between 2000 and 2014 (after which she returned to Melbourne), Tracey published two more major books, Daozuo yu shiqian wenhua yanbian In Laurajane Smith's words ( pers. comm.): "Tracey's interests in heritage and museums did not simply rest with the management of archaeological sites, but she also demonstrated a keen and scholarly interest in the way that the past is used in the present. Her last paper offers an ethnographic account of local community engagement with contemporary urban heritage and its importance to community identity and lived experiences."
Since I do not read Chinese, there are many aspects of Tracey's life that are closed to me, including the all-Chinese text of her book Daozuo yu shiqian wenhua yanbian (2012) . In 2013, Tracey sent a copy of this book to me, together with a precis of its contents in English as follows:
In the book, based on published archaeological data, my cultivation experiments on wild and domesticated rice, and data from palaeoethnobotany, ethnography, history and other disciplines, I have divided the prehistoric era of rice farming in China into four phases and argued the following:
a) The initial phase was from 12,000 to approximately 10,000 years ago, represented by the sites of Xianrendong and Diaotonghuan ( Jiangsu). The inhabitants of these archaeological sites were wild rice collectors and probably occasionally wild rice cultivators. They were mobile and lived on foraging, and began to produce pottery and stone and bone tools for daily use.
b) The earliest farmers lived between 9000 -7000 years ago and are represented at the Middle and Lower Yangzi sites of Pengtoushan, Bashidang and Kuahuqiao, and the more northerly site of Jiahu. They began to utilize natural ponds to cultivate wild rice and to build timber houses, but rice farming alone was not sufficient to support them and they still lived mainly by foraging. The Pengtoushan and Bashidang settlements were abandoned from time to time, indicating that the rice farmers might have needed to move periodically. However, the occurrence of built houses provided not only protective shelter but also a private space for human beings, and facilitated the accumulation of private property, as around 8000 years ago at Jiahu where in-house storage has been discovered. Pottery, carpentry, textiles, and boat making were major crafts during this period.
c) The developing phase of rice farming between 7000 and 6000 years ago is represented by the Hemudu and Tangjiagang assemblages, when intensive farming was facilitated by the invention of flooded rice fields which functioned to control the amount of water, an important technique in the eventual domestication of rice. Based on current archaeological data, rice paddy fields occurred around 7000 years ago at Tianluoshan. Rice was almost completely domesticated, and the output of rice farming increased. However, the rice farmers still needed to hunt and gather, and the large quantity of acorns and remains of wild animals and other plants found in Tianluoshan and Hemudu indicates that rice farming alone still was not sufficient for people to survive. In addition, more stable sedentism and increased farming output caused increased population, which in turn resulted in increased needs for food and consequently decreased wild plant and animal resources near the prehistoric settlements. In phases II and III of the Hemudu culture such a decrease of wild resources was already apparent. In terms of social structure, labor divisions and professionalization began in this period. It is interesting to see that the rice paddy field at Chengtoushan was enclosed inside the settlement wall around 6500 years ago, so rice fields by that time were important assets that needed protection. The existence of wet rice fields further increased sedentism, as this important type of property could not be easily abandoned. The construction of fortified towns indicates group conflict and the existence of collective identity. d) Rice farming entered prehistoric maturity around 6000 -4000 years ago. Population continued to increase, more settlements were established, and the natural resources declined further. The catchment area of each settlement became smaller, and in some late Neolithic sites like Liangzhu (Zhejiang), the population density became unsustainable. Consequently, more group conflict occurred, and more fortified towns were built. The farming society became complex with inter-and intra-group professionalization, standardization of production and labor division, as well as social inequality. Jade and other goods for the social elites were produced, and earthen platforms for rituals were constructed. It was at the end of this period that the division between urban and rural truly began in the Chinese landscape. In summary, the early farming societies of China were at the entrance into Chinese civilization.
It is indeed tragic that Tracey was taken by cancer at the young age of 56. I am sure she would have had far more to contribute had she lived longer. Her cancer was diagnosed in 2012, but Tracey suffered the consequences in a very private and dignified way. She charmed everyone with her quiet demeanor. Chinese archaeology has lost a major contributor with her passing.
-Peter Bellwood reminiscences from colleagues at the chinese university of hong kong Tracey was completely enamoured with the panda Yuan and her baby panda in the Taipei Zoo. Several times I walked into her office she was watching videos of Yuan and the baby panda, and she would tell me how she was so happy watching them. And, of course you know that she was an incredible teacher, beloved by students. I believe she might have initiated the whole internship program in the Dept. of Anthropology at CUHK, building on the respect and connections she commanded in local Hong Kong museums.
-Cheng Sea Ling I remember one detail about Tracey that exemplifies her teaching. She insisted on not putting her teaching materials on Blackboard, the electronic learning system at CUHK, because she believed that immersion in the library was a critical learning aspect of college education. She said that by actually walking into the library to find a book, a student would then have the chance to browse the shelves and be inspired by how the topic was categorized and linked to other topics. The spirit of staying curious and working hard, to me, exemplified Tracey as a scholar and must be what she wished her students to learn. When I helped with the collection of cards for Tracey from other alumni before she left Hong Kong, many of them told me that they enjoyed Tracey's classes the most because she was always so well organized. They were a bit awed by her but were grateful that they always got a lot from her classes. obituary At the end of her stay in our department, I once walked into her office when she was obviously not well. She told me that she had not been able to eat for a while. I asked her to take some rest and take care of herself. She looked into my eyes and replied firmly: "How could I rest? I have no time to rest. I still have much more that I need to write up and share with others." I will never forget that look and that strength in her voice. I assume that she still lived with that strength towards the end.
-Chen Ju-chen I think that Tracey's key to being a good teacher and popular with students was not that she was "nice" or super friendly, but her very clear thinking and well organized lectures. She was actually quite cutting when students made careless mistakes. One of her favorite mistakes, that made her laugh every time, was when a student converted simplified characters to traditional characters using MS Word and the program converted 下面 ("below") to 下麵 ("to drop noodles [in water]"). Her point was that students could just use simplified characters, but if they wished to convert them, they had to proofread. In her Bachelor studies at Zhongshan University, Tracey was of the "class of 1979," referring to the starting year of students who entered university after the end of the Cultural Revolution. With a backlog of many talented candidates, those who got into university in those years, when the universities had just reopened, had to be brilliant, and Tracey was. Her ability to finish three books after she was diagnosed with cancer shows a determination and drive few of us can muster.
-Joseph Bosco CUHK Anthropology Obituary 1 It is our sad duty to announce that Dr. Tracey Lie-dan Lu passed away on 21 March 2016 in Melbourne, Australia. Tracey, as a member of the Department of Anthropology at CUHK for more than fifteen years, was a wonderful colleague, scholar and teacher, playing a preeminent role through her scholarship in the archeology of Hong Kong and of China; she wrote dozens of pivotal articles and a number of important books on archeology and on museum studies. She was a prominent member of the archeological community in Hong Kong and in China. She was also a deeply beloved teacher, winning exemplary teaching awards, and was revered by generations of students, especially the undergraduate students she taught and the postgraduate students she mentored. She is very sorely missed by all of us. Go in peace, Tracey! 
